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In the 25 years since the publication of Edward Said’s Orientalism scholars across the discipli-
nes, including German studies, have appropriated, challenged, and transformed the Orienta-
list paradigm to explore issues of race, ethnicity, sexuality, and gender in the context of
(post-)colonial studies, multi-culturalism, and the literature of migration. The purpose of this
collection is to look at the impact and the future of »Orientalism« — both in the realms of
theory and of literary/cultural analyses — with an emphasis on issues pertaining to contem-
porary German-speaking countries.

Political developments since 9/11 have demonstrated the absence of a sustained engage-
ment with Islamic traditions both in Europe and in North America. In what ways does this
situation pertain to the field of German studies, and what are its possible implications? How
can we account for the historical specificity and multiplicity of Arabic cultures and Islamic
traditions in the context of German Studies? How can theories of hybridity and cultural
translation be further historicized and contextualized? What are alternatives to looking at
the literature of migration exclusively in terms of social issues — arguably an academic ver-
sion of »othering«?

Submissions are encouraged that »Reassess Orientalism« in the context of German Studies
« by examining theoretical approaches that appropriate, challenge, or historicize
Orientalism

(e.g., notions of Hybridity, Multi-Culturalism, Alterity, Surrogation, etc.)

« by analyzing cultural and literary texts informed by these theoretical discussions
(e.g., German-Turkish Issues; the Role of Islam and the »Orient; Literature of Migration).
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