
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: NORMATIVE POLITICAL THEORY
AND CONSTITUTIONAL ENGINEERING  
Panel at the Conference Democracy and Human Rights in 
Multiethnic Societies
Olivier Ruchet (Paris) & Zoran Oklopčić (Zagreb)

Almost a decade after the Dayton Peace Accords, Bosnia and Herzegovina is no closer to
establishing itself as a stable and functional polity which enjoys allegiance from all three
ethnic communities and its citizens. While the political discourse in Bosnia is often value-
laden and emotionally charged, not much attention has been paid to attempts at bringing
the insights from the burgeoning literature on multiculturalism and liberal pluralism to-
gether with the concrete proposals for the constitutional overhaul of the Bosnian state. The
concrete give-and-take of the constitutional negotiations, admittedly, always pertains to the
political sphere. Our modest aim here is to try to reinvigorate the domestic and international
academic debate on that important subject. With this in mind, we especially welcome contri-
butions tackling issues dealing with:

• Comparative constitutional accomodation in multinational states      
• Liberal pluralism and appropriateness of territorial autonomy       
• Constitutional patriotism and civic nationalism in multinational states
• The role of regional cooperation in domestic consolidation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
• Civic versus Ethnic Identifications andConstitutional Changes.

Tentative list of participants:

O. Ruchet (Paris),
Z. Oklopčić (Univ. of Zagreb),
A. Verstichel (EUI Florence),
J. Husanović (Univ. of Tuzla),
I. David (Inst. Superior de Ciências Sociais e Políticas, Lisboa).

General Informations:

The seventh international seminar is
organized in co-operation with the

Dept. of Comparative Politics and
the Rokkan Centre, Univ. of Bergen,
Norway, and supported by the Pro-

ject The Politics of Democratic and
Welfare Development in South Eas-

tern Europe: A Network for Research
and Education, backed by the Center

for International Univ. Cooperation
and the Norwegian Research

Council, Oslo.

Date: July 12-17, 2004.

Location: Cultural House, Konjic,
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Although there is no set deadline
for the submission of papers, we 

encourage you to apply a.s.a.p.

Contact:
Olivier Ruchet (Sciences Po):

olivier.ruchet@sciences-po.org,
Zoran Oklopčić (Univ. of Zagreb)

zoranoklopcic@hotmail.com

For details on the seminar, please
contact Džemal Sokolović:

Dzemal.Sokolovic@isp.uib.no.

Transport and accommodation
information is available at the

Institute’s web site:
http://www.rokkan.uib.no/bihde-

mocracy/
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